
The group delivering 5 Proof-of-Concept gene therapies inside four years with the furthest program reaching successful 
IND-enabling studies with potential for transformational efficacy and safety. The Crosswalk team is comprised of 
members of the Takeda rare disease group and continues their efforts towards the development of functional cures for 
diseases of genetic origins. 
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SPARK is an initiative created at Stanford University to overcome challenges 
associated with translation of academic discoveries.

Online via MS Teams | Please register here!
Registration to the webinar is required in advance in order to receive MS Teams meeting link.
The event is hosted by SPARK-BIH at the Berlin Institute of Health at Charité, Berlin, Germany.
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Peggy Sotiropoulou, PhD

This webinar series is part of the Project Funding Program of
National Strategy for Gene- and Cell-based Therapies

This webinar focuses on the business foundations of biotech innovation, with emphasis on 
gene and cell therapies. It examines how innovation moves across academia, startups, 
biotech and pharma, and how spin-offs translate research into products. The session 
tracks the path from lab discovery to venture funding, highlighting spin-out models, 
financing routes, and common pitfalls. Participants gain insight into platform versus 
product strategies, the role of incubators and translational funds such as SPARK, and how 
partnerships and licensing accelerate growth. The emphasis is on organizational strategy 
and capital flow, rather than scientific detail, providing practical guidance for positioning 
translational projects.

Peggy Sotiropoulou is Chief Scientific Officer at T-Knife Therapeutics, 
where she leads the development of next-generation, best-in-class T 
cell therapies for solid tumors. With a background spanning academic 
research, biotech innovation, and translating breakthroughs to business 
impact, she has worked closely with startups, investors, and industry 
partners to advance cell therapy programs.

Peggy brings over twenty years of experience across biotech and academia. She has 
played a central role in the strategic development of biotechnology companies, advising 
on scientific positioning, and partnership development. Her work sits at the intersection 
of science and business, with a strong focus on building organizations that translate 
innovation into meaningful patient impact.

https://forms.office.com/e/6CAnpbMKGw
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