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Project description: Our research focuses on the diagnostics, treatment, and microbiology of acute 
otitis media. We aim to improve diagnostics of otitis media and to explore new approaches to 
diagnostics. In our randomized, double blind, placebo-controlled trial we showed that antimicrobial 
treatment improves the short term outcome of acute otitis media as compared to placebo. Our major 
aim is to find out clinically meaningful factors to select those children who get the best benefit of 
antimicrobial treatment. Our collection of over 2000 nasopharyngeal samples together with 
prospective careful clinical data provides excellent opportunities to study the pathogenesis of otitis 
media. We also investigate symptom spectrum and relationship between microbes and symptoms. 
Currently, we are performing whole-genome sequencing of our pneumococcal strains. 
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