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Description of the scientific aims

In this project our aim is to identify new molecular mechanisms involved in progression of
cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma (cSCC), the most common metastatic skin cancer. We have
recently identified a number of novel genes and non-coding RNAs specifically expressed in human
¢SCCs but in normal keratinocytes. We will characterize the functional role of these genes in
progression of c¢cSCC and validate them as biomarkers for growth and metastasis of
¢SCC. Another goal of the project is to elucidate the role and regulation of proteinases in tissue
repair and fibrosis.
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