
Respiratory virus infections and the development of childhood asthma 
 
Research group: http://vinku.utu.fi/ : Tuomas Jartti, M.D., Docent, Department of Paediatrics and 
Adolescent Medicine, Turku University Hospital. Email:  tuomas.jartti@utu.fi, Phone: +358 40 
7270 284. Senior researchers and main collaborators: Tytti Vuorinen, M.D. (Virology, Turku 
University Hospital), Riikka Lund, Ph.D. (Turku Centre for Biotechnology), Maria Söderlund-
Venermo (Virology, University of Helsinki), Cezmi Akdis, prof. (Swiss Institute of Allergy and 
Asthma Research, Switzerland), Carlos Camargo Jr (Harvard Medical School, USA), Octavio 
Ramilo (University of Ohio, USA), James Gern (University of Wisconsin, USA). Presently 10 
postgraduate students. 
 

Project description: One third of children suffer from acute wheezing illnesses, and the prevalence 
of childhood asthma is 7-9% in Finland. Respiratory virus infections are detected in 90-100% of 
these attacks. Our aim is to investigate viral and other environmental factors in combination to 
immunogenetics to find means to prevent asthma. Our special focus is on mechanisms of rhinovirus 
infections and allergic inflammation. 
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